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Nevertheless it is possible that eventually the com-
bined efforts of physics and chemistry, after centuries
of work, will find ways of releasing and controlling
sub-atomic energy. The immense importance of this
discovery could probably be compared only to one
other, made perhaps a million or even more years ago,
by some unknown super-genius, namely, the discovery
of the use of fire. I believe that this invention remains
until now the greatest ever made by a human being.
It may be considered among the landmarks that record
the beginning of the era of man.
If, and when, sub-atomic energy is released and
conquered, it will place at the disposal of man sources
of amazing power. Intelligently and properly utilized,
it will permit miraculous accomplishments that will
have a greater influence on human life than any other
invention except the discovery of the use of fire.
With a nearly unlimited amount of light, heat and
power at his disposal, the scientist of the future will
be able to transform night into day, winter into
summer on the space of the largest modern city. The
most wonderful other engineering achievements will
become possible, but the brilliant era may easily be
brought to an untimely, tragic end if intelligence and
good-will among men has not progressed by that time
substantially beyond the present level.
In aviation we could expect sweeping changes.
Strange-looking aircraft of novel design, similar to
large gun shells with elongated cylindrical bodies,
very sharp fronts and blunt rear ends, will make their
appearance. Driven and controlled by powerful jets,
these meteoric craft will reach the speed of several
thousand miles per hour in the upper stratosphere.